Pre Prep Newsletter

Summer Term

It is with both excitement and sadness that I write
this final Newsletter of the year. Excitement to share
with you all the wonderful things we have been
doing and to look forward to the new adventures
ahead. And sadness, of course, as this year draws
to a close and we say goodbye to our classes for the
summer. Indeed, this is tinged with extra emotion
for myself as I say goodbye to Edgeborough, my
family for the past 6 years, and make my move to
Paris.
This term has certainly been a wonderful term to
end on, full of fun and excitement from the very first
day until the very last...we have not stopped! We
have explored new things, learnt a lot and built even
greater friendships.
Year 1 and 2’s Voyage of Discovery led them down
many exciting paths, exploring boats, oceans,
sea-life and voyages, whilst Reception have been
discovering the beauty and wonder of British
Wildlife. I am always amazed at the sheer effort
each child puts into their learning and the amazing
things they want to share with us. Every day, each
classroom has been full of busy children exploring
and learning…it is such a joy to walk into a class full
of inspired and excited children who want to share
with you all the amazing things they have learnt and
show you what they have achieved.
All of the teachers here are so very proud of each
and every child, for their efforts and achievements,

their kindness and their smiles. It is such a pleasure
to come into school each day to be greeted by such
happy children. We will miss our classes as they
move up to the next stage in their Edgeborough
journey but we look forward to following their
progress and celebrating their successes.
Edgeborough has been a wonderful place for me
and I have loved every second of my time here.
From dressing up days to school trips and everything
in between, I will truly miss the Pre Prep and the joy
we share each day.
I wish you all the greatest happiness and success
with the adventures to come, and I hope to see you
again in the not-too-distant future.
So for now… “Merci Beaucoup” for all your support
and kindness over the years. It’s not goodbye, I
hope, but “À Bientôt”…
Miss Emma Goble, Head of Years 1 and 2
You’ll be on your way up!
You’ll be seeing great sights!
You’ll join the high fliers
who soar to high heights.
You won’t lag behind, because
you’ll have the speed.
You’ll pass the whole gang and
you’ll soon take the lead.
Wherever you fly, you’ll be best of the best.
Wherever you go, you will top all the rest.

RECEPTION

We’ve had a brilliant final term of the 2017/18 year
in Reception with Our topics focusing on Capital
Cities and British Wildlife!
Through the Hemispheres Handwriting Scheme, the
Reception Class have been working on punctuation,
and size of their letters and word formation. They
continue to enjoy Read Write Inc. lessons and love
learning new sounds and words.
This term in Mathematics we have focussed on
money, counting in 2s and sharing into groups.
We also looked at fractions; focussing on halves,
quarters and thirds. We have been strengthening
our knowledge of numbers up to 20 and beyond,
through fast and brilliant games of Bingo!
We have enjoyed some brilliant trips to local places
such as Farnham Castle and Bockett’s Farm, where
we’ve had the chance to practise our photography
skills and learn about the sights and sounds of lots
of new animals!

Reception Assembly - In Reception this term we have been thinking about what makes us all special
and unique in our PSHE lessons. We have learnt how to say positive things about ourselves. We have been
looking at the story ‘Only One You’ by Linda Kranz. We painted our own unique fish like Adri and his friends,
we thought about what makes us amazing, we looked at ourselves in the mirror and then we painted a selfportrait. We loved sharing our story and the key messages it teaches us with our families and Pre Prep.
“There’s only one you in this great big world. Make it a better place”

Trip to Farnham Castle - On a beautiful, warm and sunny day
the Reception class arrived at Farnham Castle. They found out about
the history of the castle and that part of it had been built 1,000 years
ago. They investigated different parts of the castle and what life might
have been like throughout its history. They also found lots of fantastic
viewpoints around the castle to keep a look out for any invaders!
The children walked around the castle keep looking for clues as to
why the Castle was built and how people might have lived there. They
had a scavenger tick sheet to complete as they walked around and
learnt about arrow slots, drawbridges and what horrible things were
thrown through a Portcullis slot!
Once outside the castle walls, the children sat on the grass walls of
the moat imagining what their own castle would be like and created
a list of what they would include. They also created their own coat of
arms drawing animals to represent their character.
Trip to Bocketts Farm - We enjoyed a wonderful day in the sunshine at Bocketts Farm! We started
with a tour of the kitchen garden and learnt that Bocketts Farm grow and produce lots of different food
products. We had to try and spot a fruit, a vegetable
and herbs. We then got a special tractor tour of the
farm where we saw everything from goats to Shetland
ponies and even some retired pigs and a very misty
London skyline! After that, we had a private animal
handling session. We met Marshmallow, a very cheeky
goat, Blue and Speedy the guinea pigs and PJ the
lionhead rabbit. After lunch we then got to watch the
VERY exciting pig race. Despite the presence of Uswine
Bolt it was Justin Bieboar who came out on top! We
had such a fantastic day, learnt lots about the farm and
had a very sleepy coach ride home!

YEAR 1
In the Summer Term we were on a Voyage of Discovery in our topic, learning about oceans, sea life and
world explorers. We visited Portsmouth Dockyard to see the HMS Victory and learn about life on board a
ship. In our Maths work, we developed our understanding of patterns and ordering, 3D shapes, time and
fractions whilst building upon our problem solving skills. We also investigated multiplying and dividing
through practical work using arrays.
We enjoyed looking at the seasonal changes from Spring to Summer in Science this term. We investigated
what plants need to help them grow and the importance of honeybees in pollination. We also learnt about
life cycles and conducted experiments to see how rainbows are formed. Our focus in English this term was
comprehension skills and story writing; our imaginations ran wild as we planned and wrote imaginative
stories about an underwater adventure. We also enjoyed creating sea life alliterations and riddles.

1HS Assembly - On Wednesday
16th May 1HS performed their last
Year 1 class assembly. As the parents
gathered in the Pre Prep Lodge, the
children excitedly put on their bee
headbands. To link their learning with
their assembly, the children’s assembly
was about Honeybees. They identified
the differences between the bees living
inside the hive and their roles. The
children clearly read their informative
lines and showcased their masterpiece
honeybee art work. They finished with an excellent performance of the ‘Greedy Bee’ story adapted to
include each member of the class. All of the children excelled in their roles and most of them wore their
headbands for the rest of the day!
1M Assembly - On Wednesday 9th May, 1M performed their class assembly to their parents and Pre
Prep pupils. The children shared their learning about the world’s oceans and seas and read out interesting
facts about the wonderful variety of marine life found in them. They told us about the major threats to the
oceans from over fishing and pollution and how we can help by recycling our plastics. They also showed
their lovely soft pastel drawings of the amazing creatures found in the warm waters of the Great Barrier
Reef. We were then treated to the story
of the Rainbow Fish, narrated beautifully
by Arun, Eloise and Phea. There were
some very skilled acting performances
from Ned as Rainbow Fish, Millie and
Samantha as little blue fish, Zac, Will
and Charles as a school of fish friends
and Alexa and Alexander as starfish
and the wise old octopus respectively.
The children learnt their lines well
and conveyed the message of how
sharing with others leads to happiness.
Congratulations 1M on another great
performance this term!

YEAR 2
In the Summer Term our topic was ‘Voyage of Discovery’ where we learnt about oceans, sealife and world
explorers. We visited Portsmouth Dockyard to see the HMS Victory and learn about life on board a ship. In
our Maths work, we developed our understanding of time and fractions whilst building our problem solving
skills. We learnt different written methods for addition and subtraction. We enjoyed looking after our
sunflowers as we learnt about Plants in Science. We investigated what plants need to help them grow. Our
focus in English this term was story writing…our imaginations ran wild as we planned and wrote imaginative
fantasy stories about a Magic Shell.

Trip to Winchester Science Centre - In April Year 2 visited the Science Centre at Winchester. We
had great fun exploring all the hands-on activities and learning about forces, light, sound and reflection. A
favourite was a visit to the Colon Café where we could choose a type of food and see how it affected our
bodies.
We also tested our strength, speed and balance
on some of the equipment and enjoyed
watching each other compete against the clock.
Our visit concluded with a workshop about
‘Forces’ which looked at friction, air pressure
and the energy produced enabling a rocket to
launch!

PRE PREP
CLUBS

Modelling Club - This term in modelling the children have been given a range of different everyday
items to create their own models. They created unusual aliens, animals and creatures using balloons and
food items from newspaper. We then moved onto ideas about sculpture and created people using foil and
collected materials from around the grounds to create a nature model in the playground. We ended the
term with a real challenge - how to make a tall tower using sweets!
Out and About Club - We started the term with a Scavenger Hunt which took us across the school
grounds in search of various items such as leaves and stones. Our favourite activity was water pistol
painting where we enjoyed squirting different coloured paints onto vertical and horizontal card canvases.
The results were worthy of the Tate gallery!
Photography Club - The children have been experimenting and having fun with their digital cameras.
We have been getting to grips with how to hold their camera to avoid camera shake when pressing down
the shutter, how to use the zoom lens and how to ‘frame’ their subject.
The children have explored the school grounds and the classrooms finding interesting subject matter. They
have enjoyed varying their shots in a number of ways by shooting from different perspectives and angles,
while investigating contrasts through their photographs of objects in different lighting conditions.
Sewing Club - In sewing club this term the children have been concentrating extremely hard to complete
their hedgehog cross stitch key ring. They have been mastering the skill of the cross stitch while trying not
to muddle the thread! The finished key rings looked excellent - individual and brightly coloured!
Summer Sports - This term we worked
on our Athletics and Cricket/Rounders
skills. The children worked enthusiastically
and particularly enjoyed the treat of
Dodgeball at the end!
Chess Club - Our eager Chess players
met every Friday lunchtime to develop
their skills. The children helped each other
learn the rules and come up with good
game strategies.

PRE PREP
EVENTS
Pirate Day in Year 1 and 2 - The crew arrived
eagerly to meet their captain dressed in their
wonderful costumes! Firstly each crew member had
to complete their passport in order to set off on their
voyage. In Year 1, the children devised treasure maps,
learnt about coordinates and created pirate similes. In
the afternoon they went on a treasure hunt to find the
puzzle pieces to discover the location of the treasure
chest which was full of pirate treats! In Year 2, the
children went swimming and some of them retrieved
objects from the bottom of the pool. They also sorted
treasure and wrote pirate poems. In the afternoon they went on a scavenger hunt to find useful items
a pirate may use. The day was full of wonderful activities, laughter and fun and fortunately no one was
reported to have walked the plank!

Kestrel’s Fundraiser - Great fun was had by all as we took to our inflatable duck pond, ready to compete.
Competitive duck-hooking ensued, with impressive attempts by all the children. Archie was the champion as
he exceeded everyone else’s attempts with an incredible 11 ducks in 30 seconds! Well done, Archie!

Woodland Activities Day - We were so lucky in
Pre Prep to be able to spend a whole day outside
in our beautiful environment when the sun was
shining and the skies were blue. We were all kitted
out in our comfy clothes before venturing into the
deep Edgeborough woodland.
Reception started their day by learning about
hedgehogs; getting messy with hand prints and
paint to create their spines. Then, they set off to the
top field where they gathered resources to create
their own faces. The more creative, the better! After
that, they played some games before lying down
to gaze at the clouds. They saw multiple things
including a submarine and a fire-breathing Chinese
dragon! After lunch, they listened to the Stick Man
story before going to find our perfect sticks ready to
be turned into their own Stick Person.
Year 1 went for a walk in the morning and collected
natural materials to make an underwater mural
with. They chose the objects carefully and made
a brilliant underwater scene. They also painted
starfish on stones in lovely bright colours and
patterns. In the afternoon they went on a plant
identification walk.
In Year 2 they did some outdoor Maths, estimating
and measuring before conducting a plant scavenger
hunt. Afterwards, they used their inspiration from
the morning’s adventures to write a nature poem.
Firstly using things they had collected and then
arranging them in verses and recording descriptions
using adjectives. They finally performed these to the
year group in the amphitheatre.

Year 1 and 2 Trip to Portsmouth Dockyard We visited Portsmouth Dockyard to see the HMS
Victory and learn about life on board a ship. It was
amazing to see all the canons and the beds the sailors
slept in. We then took part in a Pirate Shipmates
workshop where we learnt all the skills needed to
be good pirates, including treasure hunting and knot
tying, and we learnt about the food they ate. We saw
a real pirate flag and got to handle artefacts from the
museum. It was a fantastic day!

Sports Day - It was a beautiful sunny
day and at 10am we walked up to the
sports field and met our parents who set
up a base with picnic rugs from where
we could watch the races. The Pre Prep
races began at 11am with the 50m sprint.
All the girls raced together and then the
boys had a go. Ice creams and a picnic
later, we then took part in some more
competitions and races. We had a go at
throwing the vortex, long jump and a
longer race around the track of 300m.
Everyone had fun, records were broken,
medals won and it was a super day!

