
Information for Nursery and 
Reception Parents  

 

Edgeborough 



 
 

• An Online learning journal system. 
• Staff record children's progress and activities using tablet devices and PCs. 
• Parents can view their child’s journal on mobile devices and on their home 

computers, and can make observations of their own using a secure login 
system. 

• When the child leaves the setting, parents can be given PDF copies of the 
Journal, and a copy of the Journal can be transferred to other schools that 
use Tapestry for them to continue with it. 

What Is Tapestry? 



 
 
• We want to improve and update parental communication. It creates a two way 

communication between us (the EYFS team), and you (the parents and carers). 
• It is a more instant version of paper learning journeys. You will easily access 

their profile through an App or web browser, and feel far more connected to 
what they are doing in school.  

• We can upload flexible media meaning you can see pictures and videos of what 
your child is really up to at school. 

• Greater opportunities to extend your child’s learning at home – you can initiate 
discussions about what has happened during the school day, and you can also 
recreate/extend learning that has taken place in school. 

• Unlike a physical, hard copy book, it’s easy to share with groups of relatives, 
such as extended families, separated parents and relatives living overseas.  

Why Are We Using Tapestry? 



 
• Photos, videos and observations are uploaded to Tapestry. 
• It is accessed via the Android/iOS app or the Tapestry website. 
• It enables you to comment on observations or add your own, so you can 

show us what your child is doing outside the school day – weekend trips, 
exciting learning opportunities, trip to the shops etc. This way they can share 
their weekend news easily with their class during ‘Show and Tell’.  

• Email notifications can be sent to inform parents of new observations and 
comments. 

How Does It Work? 



 
 
• We are going to keep the children’s paper learning journeys for art work/any other 

pieces of work they complete as well as their usual Mathematics and News Books 
for Reception. These will still come home at the end of the year as planned.  

• The number of observations will vary depending on the content of the teaching 
week; For example, in Reception, Mathematics work will regularly still go into their 
books for example, but you may occasionally receive Mathematics observations as 
well as their book work.  

• Some weeks (with trips, visitors etc.) you may receive more ‘Group’ observations, 
other weeks you may receive more individual ones.  

• We are working with 2-5 year old children who surprise us every day; this means it is 
difficult to quantify how many/what type of observations you will receive per week.  

How We Plan To Use It 



 
 
 

What Does It Look Like? 



 
 

• There is an option to ‘like’ an observation, comment on it or add your own from 
home. We would love to encourage you to interact with us through this system 
but also appreciate you have busy lives at home and this may not always be 
possible. You must use it in a way that best suits your family.  

• The ‘comment’ option on your child’s learning journey is for relatives to 
acknowledge and perhaps let the teacher know what the child had told them 
about their day/that activity. For example, a photograph during Woodland 
Activities; ‘My child loves being outside! When he got home this evening, he went 
straight to the garden and asked if we could paint in mud again like you did today!’  

• The ‘comment’ section is for encouraging feedback your children would like to 
read. It is not for questions about what is happening in school or for news about 
home times, appointments or homework for example. That will still be 
communicated via our Home School Link Books (in Reception), email or face-to-
face.  

Communication 



 

 
•  A password is required to access Tapestry, and parents can only view 

observations of their own children, or with permission, group observations. 
• Hosted on secure cloud servers within the EU. 
• Tapestry uses the same encryption as online banking. 
• Data is stored separately for each school. 
• Tapestry’s developers and support personnel require our permission to 

access our Tapestry account. 
• The privacy policy is the same for Tapestry as it is for photographs at school; 

under no circumstances must content be shared on personal social media 
channels.  

How Is The Data Protected? 



 
• This is something that is new to all of us so we are learning to use the software 

together! Please share any interesting discoveries you might make.  
• There are web tutorials for relatives to watch to help you learn the different 

aspects of the programme https://eyfs.info/forums/topic/47795-tutorials-
contents-page-for-relatives/  

• If you have any questions at any time, please don’t hesitate to email us or 
speak to us at pick-up.  

• If we cannot answer your questions, they have a very responsive customer 
service team (contact details can be found on the website). 

How can we get more information? 
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• Development Matters has been written to help us all know what to expect during 

these vitally important years by focusing on the seven areas of learning and 
development which are covered in the EYFS. 

• In this guide, your child’s first five years have been divided up into six age bands 
which overlap. This is because every child is different and children do not grow 
and develop at the same rate. It highlights what you might notice your child doing 
at these points. 

• At Edgeborough, we use Development Matters as the basis of our EYFS 
curriculum. However, due to the amazing opportunities offered here, we often 
extend this curriculum further.  

• Tapestry enables us to link their observations to the different statements written 
in ‘Development Matters’.  

Links to Development Matters 



 
 
 
1) To provide objectives behind the activities, for example:  
The ‘no refinement’ statement means we have  
simply linked the activity to the areas of   
‘Development Matters’.  
 
It is not a reflection of the age phase they  
are working at and it is not an assessment of their  
progress.  
 
You will find in Reception year that our activities link 
to a variety of 30-50 months and 40-60+. In Nursery, they will link from 22-36 upwards. 
This is because it is important to keep nurturing these skills throughout their education, 
regardless of whether they have reached that goal yet or not.  
 

Links to Development Matters 



 
 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
 
There will be two different sections highlighted on observations: 
  
The early years foundation stage (EYFS) sets standards for the learning, development 
and care of your child from birth to 5 years old. 
 
The focus of the Characteristics of Effective Learning (CoEL) is on how children learn 
rather than what they learn i.e. process over outcome. Underpinning the CoEL is the 
understanding that during their earliest years, children form attitudes about learning 
that will last a lifetime. 
 
There is no age refinement for the CoEL.  



Any Questions? 


