
 

 

Tapestry – Setting up at home 
Online Learning Journey – Parents’ Guide 

Introduction 
All children in Early Years at Edgeborough School will now have a personal online Learning 
Journey which records photos, observations and comments, in line with the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, to build up a record of your child’s experiences for the remainder of their 
time with us. 
 
We use Tapestry, a system which is hosted in the UK on secure servers. You will have secure 
access (via email address and password) to your child’s Learning Journey and, in addition to 
viewing our contributions, we encourage you to add to it by uploading photos and 
comments, or commenting on observations made by us. 

Where do I start? 
Once you have given us a valid email address, we will set up an account for you. Go to 
https://eylj.org on your computer, or if you have an iPhone or iPad, visit the iTunes store 
and download the Tapestry app from the Education section (search for Tapestry Mobile). 
There is now an Android app as well (search Tapestry Mobile in Google Play). You will 
receive an email asking you to activate your account, enabling you to set up your own 
username and password.  
 
Changing your settings 
 
On a PC 
At the top right of your screen you will see your name, and selecting this will give you the 
option to ‘Edit Preferences’. Choose this option and you will be presented with a screen 
giving you the option to change your email address and password. 
 
You also have the option to receive an email whenever a new observation is added to your 
child’s Learning Journey – just tick or untick the relevant box if you would like to change this 
setting. 

On iPhone/iPad 
To change your settings on the iPhone/iPad app, click the ‘cog’ button on the bottom right 
hand side of the application. This enables you to change password and/or email address. 
 
Viewing my child’s Learning Journey 
Once logged in, you will see your child’s observations on your home screen in a list – 
selecting any one of these will open up the observation for you to look at. You may add 
encouraging comments for your child in the box at the bottom of the observation if you 
would like to. There is also an option to simply ‘like’ an observation. 
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Adding an entry to my child’s Learning Journey 
Choose the ‘Add Observation’ option (or the ‘plus’ icon on your iPhone/iPad) and add the 
relevant information in the boxes on screen. Photos and videos may be uploaded by 
choosing the ‘add media’ option. When you have saved your observation, you may go back 
to the home screen at any time by choosing ‘home’. 
 
Links to ‘Development Matters’ 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework (EYFS) sets out the learning and development 
stages for children as they grow from birth to five years. The EYFS is what we use for the 
basis of our planning and assessment, however given the nature of our school we also have 
the capabilities to give children even more variety and experiences within their school day.  
 
Children develop more rapidly during the first five years of their lives than at any other time. 
They learn and develop through playing, exploring, being active, creative and being asked 
questions to help their thinking. 
 
Development Matters has been written to help us all know what to expect during these 
vitally important years by focusing on the seven areas of learning and development which 
are covered in the EYFS. 
 
In this guide, your child’s first five years have been divided up into six age bands which 
overlap. This is because every child is different and children do not grow and develop at 
the same rate. It highlights what you might notice your child doing at these points. 
 
Tapestry enables us to link their observations to the different statements written in 
‘Development Matters’. There are two ways in which we plan to use these statements:  
 

1) To provide objectives behind the activities, for example:  
 

The ‘no refinement’ statement 
means we have simply linked the 
activity to the areas of 
‘Development Matters’. It is not a 
reflection of the age phase they are 
working at and it is not an 
assessment of their progress.  

You will find in Reception year that 
our activities link to a variety of 30-
50 months and 40-60+. This is 
because it is important to keep 
nurturing these skills throughout 
their education, regardless of 
whether they have reached that 
goal yet or not.  

 



Characteristics of Effective Learning  

There will be two different sections highlighted on observations: 

 

 

The early years foundation stage (EYFS) sets standards for the learning, development and 
care of your child from birth to 5 years old. 

The areas of learning are: 

 communication and language 

 physical development 

 personal, social and emotional development 

 literacy 

 mathematics 

 understanding the world 

 expressive arts and design 

The focus of the CoEL is on how children learn rather than what they learn i.e. process over 
outcome. Underpinning the CoEL is the understanding that during their earliest years, 

children form attitudes about learning that will last a lifetime. 

More information about all of the above is available by looking at the 
Development Matters document and guidance for parents, 
Tapestry’s Website or by speaking to your child’s Keyworker. Please 
note, this information will become more relevant from January when 
you have an activated Tapestry account.   


