
Boarding



Mrs Ellie Buckey is the Head of Boarding. Mrs Buckey 
is also an English teacher and a Year 6 form tutor. Mrs 
Buckey lives with her husband, Mr Peter Buckey, their 
children Wilfred and Posy and Ivy the black Labrador. 
Boarders will always be welcomed and made to feel 
like part of the family. If you need to discuss a more 
personal matter, it would be best to use Mrs Buckey’s 
individual email address: 
ebuckey@edgeborough.co.uk.

Statement of boarding aims and practice

Whether you are a regular boarder or a ‘guest star’ in the Boarding House, you will always be made to feel 
as though you are part of the family. All children, irrespective of background, race, religion or culture, will be 
nurtured, cared for and made to feel at home. They will be responsible and part of the house team, everyone 
pulls together to ensure a harmonious atmosphere. 
Boarding is a very good step towards children gaining their independence and individuality. Boarders will be 
responsible for their belongings, their dormitories and their time-management (although a little help will 
be given along the way!). Children will have jobs to do in the Boarding House and will be rewarded for good 
deeds. 
Above all else, boarders will be expected to be kind, courteous and considerate to those around them. This 
builds on the school ethos of being kind and treating others as you would hope to be treated. 

Contacting the Boarding House

This booklet is designed to help parents and children know what to expect from boarding. If you have any 
questions or need to contact the Boarding House please email Mrs Buckey at boarding@edgeborough.co.uk 
or telephone 01252 797004.

Staff in the Boarding House



Miss Cheridah Fleming-Chart, otherwise fondly known as ‘Miss FC’, is 
the House Matron and she can be found in the surgery downstairs near 
reception or around the House. Miss FC has been at Edgeborough since 
September 1986 so has a wealth of knowledge about not only the pupils 
but the history of the school too. Matron also has a Labrador called 
Manikin or as he is often called, “Manny”. You can contact Miss FC at 
cfleming@edgeborough.co.uk.

Mr Duncan Yates is the Assistant Housemaster. He is a Year 7 Form 
Tutor and teaches Maths and Games. He lives on the second floor 
with his wife Hannah and daughter Freya. You can contact him at 
dyates@edgeborough.co.uk.

Miss Sabrina Hinchliffe is a Resident House Tutor that lives on site. She 
is a Year 6 Form Tutor and Head of Drama, while also teaching girls’ 
games. Miss Hinchliffe is on duty once a week in the Boarding House. 
You can contact her at shinchliffe@edgeborough.co.uk.



Covid -19

Phased return to boarding

Drop off and collection

We are delighted to be able to re-open the Boarding House for September 2020. We have joined the Boarding 
Schools’ Association’s Covid-Safe Charter. To find out more about what this entails, please follow the link to 
the BSA’s website: https://www.boarding.org.uk/userfiles/bsa/pdf/Advice%20and%20Guidance/82902%20
BSA%20COVID%20V2.pdf
We have followed all government advice in order to open the Boarding House as safely as possible. We want 
the children to feel secure, homely and nurtured but we will also be sticking to strict hygiene and cleaning 
routines to keep the spread of germs to a minimum. 
Some of you who have boarded before will notice a few differences in how we are doing things, this is due to 
the safety guidance issued by the government.

We are planning a phased return to boarding. The phases will be as follows:
Phase 1 (from 3rd September): We will welcome back full weekly boarders and boarders who have fixed 
weekly nights. This applies to pupils in Years 5-8.
Phase 2 (TBA): In addition to Phase 1, we will welcome back flexi-boarders. If parents wish to use the flexi-
boarding system, they will need to give at least one week’s notice to book or cancel any boarding arrangements. 
This is to allow for additional staffing, cleaning and catering arrangements to be made. This applies to pupils 
in Years 5-8.
Phase 3 (TBA): In addition to Phase 2, we will welcome back boarders in Years 3 and 4. We will also introduce 
Friday night boarding. 
Boarding fees for the Christmas term will be charged in arrears and therefore included on your Easter term 
invoice.  We anticipate that we will revert back to charging in advance for boarding from January 2021.
All of these plans are subject to change if Government guidelines require it. 

At the moment, we are unable to welcome parents into the Boarding House. If your child is boarding, please 
drop them off at the front door of the school. From there, your child will be able to take their bag up the main 
staircase and drop it off just inside the Boarding House door. After that, they will be able to move into their 
year group bubble for the day. 
Please collect your child as per the arrangements for their year group bubble. We will make sure they have 
their boarding bag with them. 



Kit List

Bedrooms and Bathrooms

The children will be placed in bedrooms with other pupils in their year group bubble. Although we are allowed 
to operate as a household bubble during boarding time, this will keep cross-contamination to a minimum. 
Different dormitories will have bathrooms allocated to them, again to avoid mixing the year groups wherever 
possible. 
In their dormitory, the children will have a bed with storage space underneath, hanging space and a bedside 
table. Weekly boarders will have their own wardrobe. Children are still encouraged to personalise their bed 
spaces and pin boards. They are welcome to bring photos and posters to put up in their dorms. Walls are not 
to have anything stuck on them. 

The children will need the following items; all items should be clearly named:
• Pyjamas (2 sets if the children are boarding weekly)
• Dressing gown
• Slippers
• Wash bag containing: toothbrush and toothpaste, shampoo, shower gel/soap, brush/comb,   
 deodorant (roll-on only, not aerosols please)
• Bath towel and optional hand/hair towel – named and complete with hanging loops
• Water bottle – named and dishwasher proof
• Reading book or Kindle without a camera
• I full set spare uniform (2 sets for weekly boarders)
• 1 set underwear/socks (3 sets for weekly boarders)
• Teddy/soft toy
• 1 set mufti (2 sets for weekly boarders)
• If any individual medication is being taken, this should be in a clearly labelled bag in the child’s   
 suitcase. Matron and Mrs Buckey should be informed.

Reading and quiet time

It will be very important for boarders to be able to wind down and have a bit of quiet time before the lights 
go out. Reading books or mindfulness colouring are great for this. There will be staff around to read stories or 
put audiobooks on.



Daily Routine

Electrical Equipment

The only items of electrical equipment allowed in the House are hairdryers, kindles and iPods without camera 
facilities (i.e. iPod shuffle). These should all be to the British Safety Standard and named. The school does not 
accept responsibility if these items are lost or damaged. Pupils must look after them! We have two iPads in 
the Boarding House that are free for pupils to use to Skype their parents. 
Laptops are allowed for specific reasons and need to be agreed prior to use by the Housemistress, the Head 
of LEAP and the Headmaster. A BYOD policy must also be signed. All electronic equipment should be named 
and left at night with Mrs Buckey. 
Mobile phones are not allowed. If a pupil needs to phone home, they can use one of the House phones. 

7.15am:  Wake up, wash, dress, make beds, open curtains.
7.30am:  Breakfast and morning check-in.
7.50am:  House meeting - all boarders to attend.
8.00am:  Preparation for day ahead, surgery time, teeth brushing, dorm tidy, music practice.
8.15am:  Wash hands and go to school bubble.
6.00-6.30pm:  Supper.
6.30-8.00pm:  Boarders’ Chill, evening check-in and activities. An exciting range of activities will be on offer  
  throughout the term.
8.00pm:  Snack time in the kitchen.
8.15pm:  Years 5 and 6 shower time and getting ready for bed.
8.30pm:  Years 7 and 8 shower time and getting ready for bed.
8.30pm:  Years 5 and 6 quiet reading in bed.
8.45pm:  Years 7 and 8 quiet reading in bed. 
8.45pm:  Years 5 and 6 lights out.
9.00pm:  Years 7 lights out. 
9.15pm:  Year 8 lights out.

Birthdays

If a child’s birthday falls on a boarding night we will celebrate it in style! Parents can liaise with Mrs Buckey 
about special food, birthday cakes or treats.



Food and meals

Laundry

All meals are taken in the Main Dining Room under supervision. There are snacks at 10.20am and 3.20pm during 
the school day. 
Breakfast:  7.30-7.50am
Lunch:   On a rota between 12.45 and 1.50pm
Supper:  6.00-6.30pm
We have snacks in the Boarding House kitchen after the evening activity session – things like cereal, toast or fruit. 
Fruit is available in the kitchen every day and boarders can help themselves.
Children should not bring food or sweets into the Boarding House unless it is for a special reason. This must be 
arranged with Mrs Buckey in advance. 

Under current guidance, we will be doing laundry more frequently than usual. We will wash all uniform daily, 
which is why it is important to send in spare clothes (named please). Games kit will be laundered as and when 
necessary or sent home at the weekend for washing. 
School provides duvets, pillows, duvet covers and sheets. All of this will be laundered regularly.
Pupils need to provide their own towels, named, with hanging loops.

Induction of new boarders

For all new Boarders there is a Buddy system that pairs class pupils together to ensure that they find their way 
around school, arrive at the correct classes on time and settle into the Edgeborough way of life seamlessly. In 
the Boarding House we appoint a boarder that will be in the same dormitory as the new pupil to show them 
the ropes. The appointed Boarding Captains also assume responsibility for making sure that the new boarder 
is briefed on where the bathrooms, fire exits and facilities are. We find that this encourages friendships 
across the age groups and promotes responsibility for others through a feeling of community. The House 
Staff oversee the induction process and ensure that the new boarder is settled and comfortable and mindful 
of their surroundings and that they know where and how to contact a member of staff should they need to.



Part of the family

The Boarding House is designed to function a bit like a family home. As in any family, there will be rules and 
consequences if rules are broken. However, children are consulted and guided to make the best possible 
decisions. Success and lovely manners will be celebrated and rewarded within the boarding community.
The important parts of the School Code in relation to living in the Boarding House are:
• Treat everyone, whether younger or older, with the same kindness and respect with which you   
 would wish to be treated.
• No one may put the welfare of another in jeopardy through their words or deeds.
• Any breach of the law of the land is a breach of the school rules.
• Bullying will not be tolerated. 
Children will be expected to do jobs like: making their own beds, tidying their dorms, clearing down the 
kitchen after snack time and tidying up after activities. 
There will be opportunities to be awarded positions of responsibility such as Boarding Captain or a member 
of the House Council. 
Good behaviour, kindness and good manners will be rewarded and then these rewards will be taken into 
account at the end of term when treats are planned!
There will be times that are tough for children. Exemplary pastoral care will be provided at all times by House 
staff (and dogs!) to guide the children in their decision making and resolution seeking. A friendly ear or 
comforting shoulder is always available - 24 hours a day. 

Worries and problems

It is quite normal to have worries or problems and it makes sense to ask someone to help you. The House staff 
are there to help you benefit fully from your time at school. There are many people within the House and in 
school with whom you can speak. You should never be afraid to speak about things that are worrying you. It is 
always easier to solve a problem when you can share it with someone else. In the House you will find posters 
in key places that identify all the people that you can ask for help. Identify one or two people who you trust 
and talk to them. Remember, if someone is being unkind to another person, you have a responsibility to help, 
but always talk to your House staff or any member of staff before doing something.


