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FAQs 
 

 

 

1. Why is Edgeborough merging with Charterhouse?  

Both Governing Bodies believe that joining together in a new Charterhouse family provides an 
opportunity to create the stand-out, most highly regarded provider of independent education from 
age three to eighteen in the region, and beyond.  
 
Building on the excellent all-round education on offer at each school, the merger will further enrich 
the experience for pupils of all ages. 
 
Pupils at Edgeborough will enjoy extra depth and breadth in both academic and co-curricular life. 
They will have the opportunity to benefit from additional teaching from Charterhouse’s specialist 
teachers and coaches, and will have the opportunity to take on new subjects and activities - inside 
and outside the classroom - making use of Charterhouse’s outstanding facilities. 
 
Pupils at Charterhouse, meanwhile, will benefit from greater leadership opportunities. They will be 
able to coach and mentor the younger Edgeborough pupils, and will support the older years in a 
range of co-curricular activities. As well as being rewarding, this activity will help cement their 
knowledge and interests, all the while building confidence.  
 
The merger also brings significant business benefits. Increased size means increased specialist 
support skills and greater purchasing power, important for today’s cost efficiency and tomorrow’s 
vision. While both schools are financially secure and are enjoying strong forward momentum, 
including record pupil numbers, they will be even stronger together.  
 
The two schools already share a close relationship and similar ethos, with a steady stream of 
Edgeborough pupils moving on to Charterhouse at 13 and thriving there. Together, we know that 
providing young people with an educational experience that allows them to develop as individuals 
and as members of a community, ready for the challenges and opportunities that life will present, 
has never been more important. For parents seeking a joined-up prep and senior school education 
for their child, we believe our offer will be exceptional; rooted in an academic yet all-round 
curriculum, with a real breadth of choice and delivered in beautiful, inspiring grounds and facilities.’’ 
 

It also offers a way for children leaving another prep school at eleven, but destined for Charterhouse 
at thirteen, to join the family immediately rather than have to switch schools twice within two years. 
 
 

2. Why has each school chosen the other for this merger?   

For a number of years, Edgeborough and Charterhouse have enjoyed a close informal relationship. 

During this time, the rapport and respect between the two schools, their senior leaderships and 

Governors has become clear. This merger formalises our relationship, brings the schools much closer 

together and builds on the shared commitment to an outstanding all-round education. 

Edgeborough’s well established coeducation offer fits well with Charterhouse’s move to welcoming 

girls in Year 9 from this September. 

 
3. Are the reasons for this merger financial? 

No.  Both schools are financially secure and enjoying strong forward momentum. 
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The main reason for this merger is the benefit it brings to the pupil experience, and the opportunity 
to create the stand-out, most highly regarded provider of independent education for prep and 
senior school age children in the region, and beyond. The business benefits that will result are 
welcome, but secondary. 
 

4. Will there be a commitment to capital investment in Edgeborough?  

Edgeborough is in a secure financial position and is well invested but, like any school, it has 

identified further capital priorities for the coming years.  Some of these have already been 

announced and are being undertaken this year.  Charterhouse will of course be supportive of any 

future capital investment that is required to deliver on our ambitions.  

 

5. Are the schools planning to grow? 

The primary focus of both schools is, first and foremost, on providing an outstanding all-round 

education in an environment where pastoral care is at the centre of all that we do.  So neither is 

pursuing growth for the sake of growth.  However, under their current leadership teams, both 

schools are currently enjoying a robust increase in demand. 

 

 

6. As a parent or pupil, what will change?  

Edgeborough pupils and their parents will notice the increased breadth and depth in the curriculum, 

with additional input from Charterhouse’s specialist teachers, tutors and coaches. Pupils at 

Charterhouse, meanwhile, will benefit from greater leadership opportunities, as our pupils interact 

with each other across the schools in academic and co-curricular activities. 

 

Parents and pupils looking for a joined up prep and senior school offer will have a new, stand-out 

option in Edgeborough and Charterhouse. However, there will be no expectation that pupils will join 

Charterhouse from Edgeborough, and those wishing to apply to Charterhouse will participate in the 

usual admissions process, just like any other applicant. 

 

 

7. As a parent or pupil, what will stay the same? 

Beyond the changes outlined above, it will be business as usual from a parent and pupil perspective. 

Both schools will retain their current leadership teams, identity, name, ethos, values, badge and 

uniform, as well as day-to-day operational autonomy.   

 

The focus on an all-round education is one of the great strengths of both schools, and this common 

philosophy is one of the key factors behind the merger. Pupils will continue to enjoy a full, rounded 

education at both schools, will develop their interests in sports, music, art, drama and in many other 

ways and will move onto the next stage in their education superbly equipped for the future, just as 

they do now. 

 

 

8. Who will lead the schools? 

The Edgeborough Headmaster, Dan Thornburn, will remain responsible for the day to day running of 

the Prep School along with his senior leadership team. The School will retain its own DfE registration 

and ISI inspection regime along with the membership of the Independent Association of Prep 

schools (IAPS) 
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The Charterhouse Headmaster, Alex Peterken, will have overall executive responsibility for both 

Charterhouse and Edgeborough.  

 

 

9. Why will Edgeborough pupils still be required to go through the Charterhouse admissions process? 

It is important to both schools that pupils from Edgeborough attend the senior school that best suits 

their individual needs and parental preferences. The Charterhouse admissions process is valuable for 

assessing pupils to ensure that they will thrive at the School, and for parents to feel comfortable 

with this decision. 

 

 

10. Will Edgeborough still welcome pupils who wish to go on to other senior schools? 

As always Edgeborough will continue to welcome and prepare pupils for a wide range of senior 
schools – aiming to ensure that the choice best suits each pupil’s individual needs. The School will 
continue to hold strong relationships with other senior schools, and all involved are committed to 
each child going to the best fit school for them. 
 

 

11. What will the new Governance Structure look like? 

A single Governing Body will have responsibility for both schools. Three Governors from 

Edgeborough will join that Governing Body, and a new Prep School Committee will be created, to be 

chaired by Edgeborough’s current Chair of Governors, which will oversee the governance of 

Edgeborough specifically. This will ensure both continuity of oversight of Edgeborough and the most 

appropriate level of focus and support. 

 

 

 


